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Source, Operational Data, and Coament*: 

The attached report frem C . _]} on ^OSKIDA's opposition to 

rearmament is a compilation of bits and pieces collected over a period 

of several months. ^ in ^ oriIiation > in tllis case as in most 

others, came from Chief Cabinet Secretary OKAZAKI, who is the official 
mentioned in the last sentence of paragraph 2. ' 

111 December 1951 
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Subject: Prim* Minister TOSam*# Stand 
on Rearmament 

Plac* Acquired: Tokyo, Japan 
Evaluation: 0-3 

Source: 3i t ii- level political contact 



Report Ko: ^jl- 7§7 

Data of Information: See below 

Data Acquired: See below 

Data of Report: 14 Decamber 19C1 



1. Vfriae Mini., ter) Y03HXM Shlgeru has decided to retire from the politi- 
cal world if the United Statee makea a strong demand for speedy rearmament of 
Japan. TOocSDA considers zodamlzed rearraxeat difficult in view of Japan's 
current economic situation and farther anticipates an American garrison In 
Je'-’ia for o long oeriod of tins* YOCHXDVs objection to rsannajient is despite 
utror.g ur./ing froaViO: .URA Kichisaburo and^ 'jATSUll Rile hi (see below). 

(Dnte of inf •mneion: 6 December 1051; icjuir^d: 12 December 1951) 

Y0.53M desires to retire in favor o IViXTOO. Ichiro, but, if this is 
1' on. ill.' beenuje of liATOTAMA' s poor health, .uis decided to hand over the baton 
t DA Toketorc. If speed is «-f the essence, since 03ATA. is not yet in a posi- 
ti a tr take office .'JHAYASTH Jo J1 , s.-e:-»/.er of the House of Representatives and 
a nrJ.inc Liberal Party official, .;ould be YOdHIDA's candidate to fill the 
vacant post of Prlne Minister. In any case, Y3SHXDA hos confidentially stated 
that he fec.'.s that his cabinet has served its purpose and that he will assume 
full responsibility and retire if rapid reorr-oxent is felt necessary at the 
present ti:.e. 70d;iI!U has stated to cabinet officials categorically that he 
will neither carry out rearmament nor the revision of the Constitution. 

i 

(Date of infc>rr.iation: 6 December 1951; &c<;u red 1.1 December 1*51) 

3. YOo’HDA. plans to use the rearmament issue to bring about/general elec- 
tion during the latter part of Septeaber 1952. Be absolutely opposes dis- 
solving the Diet before that time, when a bill for reorganizing the National 
Police Reserve at the end of its current enlistment period would be brought 
before the Diet* 

(Date of information: 28 October 1951; acquired: 3 November 1951) 
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